Institutions of United States Government

The media literacy activities in this section explore the branches of the government, the impeachment process,
social media use by members of Congress, public opinion polls, and how political parties deliver the messages
to voters. There is also a Critical Media Literacy digital choice board focusing on the institutions of American
government.

Democratic government in the United States consists of a complex interplay of formal institutions and evolving political
practices. Under a system of federalism that establishes a separation of powers, different branches of government
perform different functions:

o The Legislature makes the laws,
o The Executive administers the laws,
o The Judiciary interprets the laws.

This separation of powers exists on the federal, state, and local levels. In theory, members of the Legislature and
leaders of the Executive branch are elected by the people, but historically and still today, not everyone is allowed to vote
because of legal barriers and voter suppression policies. Two major political parties dominate American politics. At
times in the past, third parties have raised new issues and policies for wider discussion and debate.

The media literacy activities in this section explore the branches of the government, the impeachment process, social
media use by members of Congress, public opinion polls, and how political parties deliver the messages to voters.
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Media Literacy Activities Choice Board

Analyze the Social Media Activity Conduct an Opinien Paoll

on an |ssue of Interest

Design a Movie Trailer for

Your own Political Film

Investigate and document the social | Conduct a public opinion poll on
media presence of at least two
members of Congress

Design a movie trailer for a
new film that explores the
separation of powers between
the three branches of the
govemment

an issue that matters to you and
then compare your results to
those of national polls

“
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Write a Press Release

Analyze Political Films Institutions Of
About the Branches .
Write an Impeachment Press
of the Government U.S. Government Release for one of the

View a political film about each Presidential Impeachments in
branch of the government. A B U.S. History. You can write a

Explore and ask critical MEdla the racy statement from either the
questions about the content Cholce Board impzéiilggnllhv;hlﬁqﬁe:zw%em

and the power behind the
construction of the content of
each film. Based on your J
analysis, re-design a movie
poster for one of the films to
showcase your findings.

Managers from the House of
Representatives who are
presenting the case against the
President, or both

o
Buliding Democracy for All, a free eBook
by Robert Maloy & Torrey Trust explores
all these topics and more
Evaluate how Election Polls Explore Political Campaigning Design a Website for
Mi m Social Medi Political P

Design an infographic or interactive | Come up with a new political party

Create a video, podcast, or
and then design a website to

sketchnote about why many timeline that presents political
people felt mislead by the campaigning in the past, the present, influence others to vote for
media after reading the 2016 and future (what you predict it will that party.

look like in the future).

election polls.

g =M=
SI=E
% e

-

“Institutions of U.S. Government Media Literacy” 2021 Choice Board by Robert W. Maloy, Ed.D.
& Torrey Trust, Ph.D., College of Education, University of Massachusetts Amherst is licensed under CC BY NC SA 4.0

Institutions of U.S. Government Media Literacy Choice Board (View)
(make your own copy of this choice board to remix/share/use)

Media Literacy Activities

Hollywood Movies About the Branches of Government
Writing an Impeachment Press Release

Members of Congress' Use of Social Media

Political Impacts of Public Opinion Polls

Website Design for New Political Parties
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https://www.umass.edu/education/people/robert-maloy
http://www.torreytrust.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wHETs7TEx-MyxDMZzUzu-3_fFn3RIvTz9NensjyYkVg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wHETs7TEx-MyxDMZzUzu-3_fFn3RIvTz9NensjyYkVg/copy
https://edtechbooks.org/mediaandciviclearning/political_films
https://edtechbooks.org/mediaandciviclearning/impeachment_press
https://edtechbooks.org/mediaandciviclearning/members_of_congress
https://edtechbooks.org/mediaandciviclearning/public_opinion_polls
https://edtechbooks.org/mediaandciviclearning/political_party_website
https://edtechbooks.org/license/cc_by-nc-sa

This content is provided to you freely by EdTech Books.

Access it online or download it at
https://edtechbooks.org/mediaandciviclearning/institutions_of_us_gov.
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https://edtechbooks.org/mediaandciviclearning/institutions_of_us_gov
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