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Immigration in the News

The United States has more immigrants than any other country in the world, some 40 million people or about
14% of the nation's total population, as reported by the Pew Research Center. Focusing on current events in
online and print media, this activity asks you to compare and contrast different media treatments of immigration
and present your findings to a school or local newspaper.

The United States has always been peopled by the world - by native peoples who lived here when the first European
settlers arrived, by Africans who were brought here against their will as slaves, by those who came voluntarily, and by
those who fled oppression and terror at home.

Immigration tripled following the passage of the 1965 Immigration and Nationality Act, as people from Africa, Asia, and
the Americas became more than 90% of the foreign-born people coming to this country. NPR journalist Tom Gjelten
(2015) calls the United States "a nation of nations."

Watch on YouTube

Immigration is a complex and contentious political issue. Read Why Is Immigration Such a Hot-Button Issue? from the
St. Mary's College Newsletter to get a sense of the wide range of viewpoints about immigration. Some want to provide
more opportunities for immigration; others want to restrict immigration even more drastically.
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https://www.amazon.com/Nation-Nations-Great-American-Immigration-ebook/dp/B00UDCNLH4
https://www.amazon.com/Nation-Nations-Great-American-Immigration-ebook/dp/B00UDCNLH4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m9zf8hkCqIg&autoplay=1
https://www.stmarys-ca.edu/saint-marys-magazine/the-topic-why-is-immigration-such-a-hot-button-issue
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m9zf8hkCqIg&autoplay=1


Activity: Evaluate the News From All Sides About Immigration
In groups of 3, go to the All Sides Immigration Issue webpage and select one member in the group to read an
article from "News from the Left," one member to read an article from "News from the Center," and one member to
read an article from "News from the Right." 

Each member of the group should use the Teacher and Student Guide to Analyzing News & Newspaper to
critically evaluate their article. 

Then, collaboratively as a group, write a letter to your school or local newspaper that reveals what you found
during your critical evaluation of left-leaning, center-leaning, and right-leaning news articles and provides tips for
the readers of your article to critically evaluate news about immigration. 

Additional Resources
Documentary Forgotten Ellis Island（on Amazon Prime)
Immigration Gateways and Ports of Entry

Castle Island, New York City
Ellis Island, New York City
Sullivan's Island, South Carolina
Angel Island, San Francisco
Pelican Island, Galveston, Texas
The US/Mexican Border

Connecting to the Building Democracy for All eBook

Building Democracy for All: When Should Someone Be Granted Asylum in the United States?
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https://www.allsides.com/topics/immigration?search=immigration#gsc.tab=0&gsc.q=immigration&gsc.page=1
https://edtechbooks.org/mediaandciviclearning/cmlguides#h2_gBYd
https://www.amazon.com/Forgotten-Ellis-Island-Lorie-Conway/dp/B00N516RXU
http://resourcesforhistoryteachers.pbworks.com/w/page/124908995/Immigration%20Gateways%20and%20Ports%20of%20Entry
https://edtechbooks.org/democracy/becoming#h2_EHEKP
https://edtechbooks.org/democracy/becoming#h2_EHEKP


Connecting to the Standards

Massachusetts Civics & Government Standards
Explain the different ways one becomes a citizen of the United States. (Massachusetts Curriculum
Framework for History and Social Studies) [8.T4.1]

ISTE Standards
Knowledge Constructor

3b: Students evaluate the accuracy, perspective, credibility and relevance of information, media,
data or other resources.

Creative Communicator
6d: Students publish or present content that customizes the message and medium for the
intended audiences.

Global Collaborator
7b: Students use collaborative technologies to work with others, including peers, experts or
community members, to examine issues and problems from multiple viewpoints.
7c: Students contribute constructively to project teams, assuming various roles and
responsibilities to work effectively toward a common goal.

DLCS Standards
Interpersonal and Societal Impact (CAS.c)
Collaboration and Communication (DTC.b)
Research (DTC.c)

English Language Arts > History/Social Studies Common Core Standards
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.5
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.6
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.8
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.6
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.8
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https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/hss/2018-12.pdf
https://www.iste.org/standards/for-students
https://www.doe.mass.edu/stem/dlcs/?section=planningtools
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/introduction/
https://edtechbooks.org/license/cc_by-nc-sa


This content is provided to you freely by EdTech Books.

Access it online or download it at
https://edtechbooks.org/mediaandciviclearning/contextualizing_immigration.
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https://edtechbooks.org/mediaandciviclearning/contextualizing_immigration

