
Learning Pathway: Racial Justice and Black Lives
Matter

The Racial Justice and Black Lives Matter Learning Pathway features four digital choice boards: Black Lives
Historical Explorations; Black History Month; History of the Black Press; and Exploring Black History with
ChatGPT. There are also links to Black History topics throughout our Building Democracy for All eBook.

Building Democracy For All is designed so that teachers and students can follow different learning pathways as they
explore the material in the book. Rather than proceeding sequentially through the standards, the learning pathways
invite a thematic approach. Other learning pathways include: Student Rights, Influential Women, Election 2024, 2022, &
2020, Media Literacy, and Current Events.

 A Worthy Piece of Work: The Ontold Story of Madeline Morgan and the Fight for Black History in Schools.

Michael Hines, Beacon Press, 2024. Read a review of the book here.

You will find more racial justice and Black Lives Matter resources in the AP African American Studies section of our
resourcesforhistoryteachers wiki.

Black Lives Matter Choice Board
(click here to make your own copy of the choice board)
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https://equitypress.org/democracy/pathwaystudent
https://equitypress.org/democracy/pathwaywomen
https://equitypress.org/democracy/pathwayelection
https://equitypress.org/democracy/pathwayelection
https://equitypress.org/democracy/medialit
https://equitypress.org/democracy/pathwaycurrent
https://journals.sagepub.com/pb-assets/cmscontent/TCZ/Book%20Reviews/2024%20Book%20Reviews/January/A%20Worthy%20Piece%20of%20Work-1706725950.pdf
http://resourcesforhistoryteachers.pbworks.com/w/page/152040882/AP%20African%20American%20Studies
https://bit.ly/BLMhistoricalexploration
https://docs.google.com/document/u/1/d/1BogOppGT6zTyC7HK_0ETiYVOuX53cpPghsJZNYnONic/copy


Black Lives Matter Choice Board by Robert W. Maloy, Ed.D. & Torrey Trust, Ph.D.,
College of Education, University of Massachusetts Amherst.

Licensed under CC BY NC ND 4.0

Black History Month Choice Board
(click here to make your own copy of the choice board)
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https://bit.ly/BLMhistoricalexploration
https://www.umass.edu/education/people/robert-maloy
http://www.torreytrust.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1olIJO3A6YCzhD25zto6LCCbihRTlcJWXFvTPzsziyEg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1olIJO3A6YCzhD25zto6LCCbihRTlcJWXFvTPzsziyEg/copy


Black History Month Choice Board by Robert W. Maloy, Ed.D. & Torrey Trust, Ph.D.,
College of Education, University of Massachusetts Amherst.

Licensed under CC BY NC ND 4.0

History of the Black Press in the U.S. Choice Board
(click here to make your own copy of the choice board)
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1olIJO3A6YCzhD25zto6LCCbihRTlcJWXFvTPzsziyEg/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.umass.edu/education/people/robert-maloy
http://www.torreytrust.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rF1Q-sTH09X6DisXGA4N4LO5TLNicmAmguUKoRPp8B0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rF1Q-sTH09X6DisXGA4N4LO5TLNicmAmguUKoRPp8B0/copy


History of the Black Press Choice Board by Robert W. Maloy, Ed.D. & Torrey Trust, Ph.D.,
College of Education, University of Massachusetts Amherst.

Licensed under CC BY NC ND 4.0

Racial Justice and Black Lives Matter Content & Activities by
Chapter
Topic 1: The Philosophical Foundations of the United States Political System

Spartacus and Slavery in the Roman World, Toussaint L’Ouverture, and Black American Slave Revolts

Topic 2: The Development of United States Government

Thomas Jefferson’s Draft Constitution & Thurgood Marshall’s Bicentennial Speech
Did the Three-Fifths Compromise Make the Constitution a Pro-Slavery Document?: 
W.E.B. Du Bois, the Niagara Movement, and the History of NAACP
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rF1Q-sTH09X6DisXGA4N4LO5TLNicmAmguUKoRPp8B0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.umass.edu/education/people/robert-maloy
http://www.torreytrust.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://equitypress.org/democracy/romanrepublic#h2_dmads
https://equitypress.org/democracy/convention#h2_iBvtD
https://equitypress.org/democracy/convention#h2_KTaIf
https://equitypress.org/democracy/billofrights#h2_CceTY


Frederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth, George Washington Carver and Martin Luther King, Jr.
"Historical African-American Figures" | Public Domain

Topic 3: Institutions of United States Government

Shirley Chisholm, African American Politician and Presidential Candidate
The Black Panther Party

Topic 4: The Rights and Responsibilities of Citizens

The 14th Amendment
Secret Ballots, Poll Taxes, Literacy Tests, and Voter Restriction Laws
Benjamin Banneker and George Washington Carver
Ruby Bridges and Youth Activism
Multiple Movements for Civil Rights
Joseph Cinque, John Quincy Adams, and the Amistad Case
Claudette Colvin, the Browder v. Gayle case and the Struggle to Desegregate Public Transportation
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Civil Disobedience
A. Philip Randolph and the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Black_People-_Historical_African-American_figures.png
https://equitypress.org/democracy/branchesofgov#h2_ZKNBz
https://equitypress.org/democracy/politicalparty#h2_oGwRQ
https://equitypress.org/democracy/principles#h2_gzYys
https://equitypress.org/democracy/participation#p_Gdtty
https://equitypress.org/democracy/leadershipC#h2_wSyHi
https://equitypress.org/democracy/cooperation#h2_rJdRV
https://equitypress.org/democracy/conflict#h2_GZjMs
https://equitypress.org/democracy/courage#h3_nGcBk
https://equitypress.org/democracy/courage#h2_hJAKX
https://equitypress.org/democracy/courage#h2_hJAKX
https://equitypress.org/democracy/courage#h2_hJAKX
https://equitypress.org/democracy/protest#h2_iPjZE
https://equitypress.org/democracy/interestgroups#h2_wIJYz


"African-American Monument, Savannah, GA, US"
by Jud McCranie is licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0

Topic 5: The Constitution, Amendments, and Supreme Court Decisions

The Missouri Compromise, the Dred Scott Case, and the 54th Volunteer Regiment During the Civil War
Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad
The 1964 Civil Rights Law and Voting Rights Act of 1965
Kneeling and Flag Protests

WIKI PAGE: Integration of Professional Sports

Topic 6: The Structure of Massachusetts State and Local Government

Elizabeth Freeman (Mum Bett) and The Abolition of Slavery in Massachusetts
Should the U.S. Government Pay Slavery Reparations for Black Americans?
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:African-American_Monument,_Savannah,_GA,_US.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://equitypress.org/democracy/constitutionalissue#h2_GNzdR
https://equitypress.org/democracy/constitutionalissue#h2_DFTHT
https://equitypress.org/democracy/civilrights#h2_xMxrz
https://equitypress.org/democracy/supremecourt/#h2_ypnrY
http://resourcesforhistoryteachers.pbworks.com/w/page/141546417/Integration%20of%20Professional%20Sports
https://equitypress.org/democracy/Constitutions#h2_QVpxW
https://equitypress.org/democracy/Constitutions#h2_DHdtU


"Civil rights demonstration in front of a segregated theater Tallahassee, Florida"
by  Florida Memory | No Restrictions

Topic 7: Freedom of the Press and News/Media Literacy

Two Pioneering Women Cartoonists: Jackie Ormes and Dale Messick

Additional Resources
Black History Month Google Drive Library of Resources
Erasing the Black Freedom Struggle: How State Standards Fail to Teach the Truth about Reconstruction. Zinn
Education Project (2022).
Ten Black Scientists that Science Teachers Should Know About (PBS Education)
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Civil_rights_demonstration_in_front_of_a_segregated_theater_Tallahassee,_Florida_(6847006931).jpg
https://equitypress.org/democracy/writing_the_news#h2_zuERq
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/0Bz011IF2Pu9TUWIxVWxybGJ1Ync?resourcekey=0-8AACWzSdhr35TqD9I9D8cw
https://www.teachreconstructionreport.org/
https://www.pbs.org/education/blog/ten-black-scientists-that-science-teachers-should-know-about-and-free-resources


Critical Media Literacy Connection: Explore Black History with ChatGPT

The "Exploring Black History with ChatGPT" choice board offers educators and students a way to develop their
critical media literacy skills as they investigate text from ChatGPT and explore Black history in the United States
(click here to make your own copy of the choice board to remix/use). Given ChatGPT’s potential for generating
misinformation and biased information, these activities offer students a critical way to investigate how
ChatGPT writes about Black lives and history, and potentially consider why this may be.
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https://equitypress.org/mediaandciviclearning/aiwritingtools
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pEeeHhCiYlvoRwFVUMJWJNJkoqBbg7xLMi3QGN9GdW4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pEeeHhCiYlvoRwFVUMJWJNJkoqBbg7xLMi3QGN9GdW4/copy
https://equitypress.org/license/cc_by-nc-sa


This content is provided to you freely by Equity Press.

Access it online or download it at https://equitypress.org/democracy/pathwayBLM.
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https://equitypress.org/democracy/pathwayBLM
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